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Dear Parents,
This half term we are learning about different celebrations. The children have enjoyed learning about Bonfire
Night and Guy Fawkes this week. They have been talking about the fireworks they have seen and exploring the
sounds they made. We have also all enjoyed singing songs around the campfire at school!
Next week we are going to be learning all about the Hindu festival, Diwali. We will be tasting some traditional
snacks eaten during Diwali so please let your class teacher know if your child has any allergies we may not already
be aware of. We will also be learning about birth and birthdays. We will be talking about when we were born and
that we celebrate our birthday once a year. Please could your child bring in a named photograph of themselves as a
baby or toddler on Monday 22nd November. Photos will be returned at a later date.
Reading
Please make sure you are reading regularly with your child and recording when they read to you in their monkey
book. Please see below as an example of comments that could be written in the monkey book. This should be
done at least 3 times a week. We collect the monkey books on a Friday to check and use this information as part
of our whole school reading race competition. Please can all reading books be kept in the book bags, so that we are
able to change them with your child when we read with them at school.
Reading Race
To encourage children to want to read at home, we have a whole school competition called the ‘Reading Race’. By
increasing the amount of time children read at home they become more confident in their reading, allowing them
to decode with more accuracy and read more fluently. This has a massive impact on not only their ability to read
independently but also helps to develop their writing; ensuring they can access the wider curriculum e.g. history.
The percentage of children who have read at home 3 or more times during the week (Friday evening until Friday
morning) is worked out and the winning 3 classes move their car on the display in the hall. The winning class
moves 3 spaces, the 2nd class 2 spaces and the 3rd class 1 space. Also, the class which makes the most progress in
their effort to read at home will be awarded by moving 2 spaces on the track. At the end of the half term, the
winning class is awarded with a non-school uniform day or similar. In addition to this, each child who has read 3 or
more times at home during the week is awarded a special reading sticker and congratulated in ‘Celebration
Assembly’.
Phonics
Usually at this time of year we would be inviting you in to find out a bit more about how we teach phonics
(learning how to read and write) in school and how to support your child at home. Due to COVID-19 we are unable
to do this, therefore we will be sharing information with you via email and on our website. This will be sent to you
next week, which will include some information for parents, as well as resources to support their learning at home.
To accompany this newsletter you will have already received an additional one about phonics reading books,
which will be in your child’s book bag today.

Christmas
We are hoping this year to have some more “normality” at Christmas, however at the moment we are unable to
confirm our plans. We will keep you updated as soon as we have any more information.
Outdoor day
This term, as part of our topic we will be having an outdoor day on Monday 15th November. Please make sure you
child is dressed in appropriate clothing for the day, expecially if it is raining. If they have water proof trousers they
can bring these in too.
A few reminders
Below are just a few reminders about school rules and routines:
 Our trim trail is available to children during our school day only when the equipment if fully supervised by
school staff, so please can you refrain from allowing you child to use it at the beginning or end of the school
day.
 A reminder that on PE days you child should be wearing plain black or grey jogging bottoms/ shorts, a
white t-shirt and their school jumper. All plain stud earrings should be cover over with medical tape.
 Water bottles should come into school daily and contain water only. They are always avalible to the
children as part of a healthy lifestyle choices.
 As part of our school uniform, we ask that no jewellery comes into school. The children are very physical all
day and they might damage themselves or the piece of jewellery. If you child wears earrings, they need to
be plain studs and covered over with medical tape on PE days.
 We have many different toys at school for the children to access. Please ensure your child keep their toys at
home to keep them safe.

Thank you for your on-going support and co-operation.
The Early Years Team,

