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Year 6 Autumn 2 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We welcome you and your children back this term, ready for the festive 
period. We hope that your children enjoyed their visit to Marchants Hill, PGL 
and Alice Holt. The trip was a great success and all children proved their 
resilience, independence and ability to work as a team; we were incredibly 
impressed with the support and encouragement of pupils towards their 
peers. Staff have also thoroughly enjoyed their time away with the children, 
but have appreciated the return to their own beds.  
 
 

Uniform 
 The children have come back looking smart in their school uniform. As the weather 
begins to change, please ensure that your child comes to school with a suitable coat. 
Please make sure that they have what they need and that uniform, PE kit, bags, coats, 
shoes and lunch boxes are clearly labelled to avoid a build-up of lost items. We are 
still trying to reduce the amount coming in from home. We will inform you in 
advance if any items are needed for a specific occasion or activity.  
 
Learning Challenge 
We will be continuing with our Viking Learning Challenge this half term, setting up a 
museum in the hall this week for other pupils at Bishopswood to enjoy. In addition, 

we will be investigating famous explorers throughout history, discussing what makes a successful 
expedition and answering the question: Was the British Empire an Explorer or an Invader. 
 
Literacy  
In Literacy lessons, we will be writing persuasive letters to the government. Our other Literacy units this 
half term include work based on the book ’Holes’ by Louis Sachar and an explanation of how Father 
Christmas works.  
 
P.E. 
Our P.E. day is still on a Thursday for this half term. Please ensure your child comes into school with 
outdoor P.E. kit with their school jumper. Furthermore, some children are attending squash sessions on a 
Tuesday, can you ensure your child also wears the correct P.E kit on these days.  
 
 
Important Dates 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Extravaganza 11am-3pm 
Thursday 9th December  Hurst Christmas Production (details to follow) 
TBC Carols around the tree  

 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Miss Cushing                       Miss Feather                           Miss Ouazzani 



 

*The homework timetable is subject to change due to teaching sequences each week 

Subject Home Support 
Literacy 

Literacy this half term will start by writing a 
persuasive letter to the government, trying to 
persuade for or against Summer schools. Then 
we will be doing a book study on Louis 

Sachar’s Holes book, as well as writing survival guided and 
non-chronological reports. Finally, in our last week, we will 
be writing explanations on how Father Christmas works. 
 
The weekly guided reading sessions will focus on 
comprehension and understanding of texts including The 
Saga of Erik and Holes.  

Children will be working on their individual spelling 
needs. They will therefore be required to learn  
15 spellings each week. Spelling tests will usually be 
on a Monday. 

Please ensure your child reads at 
home at least 3 times a week and 

records it in their homework diary. 
Good readers do not have to read aloud 

each time, but should discuss their reading 
with you. Homework diaries need to be signed by 
Friday. 

Mathematics 
Using the New National Curriculum, a range of 
topics will be covered focusing on the gaps in their 
learning.  
 

Children will do Problem Solving and calculation 
tasks to help develop their understanding of Maths in 
context and improve their times tables knowledge.  

Homework will be linked to what is 
being taught in class and the children 
will be expected to record it in their 

homework diary. Please ensure the 
work is completed by the date set.  

PE /Games 
 
PE this half term will be on a Thursday afternoon.  
 

Children should arrive to school in games 
kit on a Thursday.  Trainers can be 
worn for outdoor games, and 
tracksuits may be worn, as the 

weather gets colder. School jumpers should 
however still be used as a jumper, rather than a 
sports jacket. Earrings should be taken out for 
Games and PE (or taped up until they can be 
removed) Staff are unable to help with earrings. 

Topics 
Explorers: What makes a successful expedition? 

Following on from the Vikings, the children will learn about other famous explorers and their importance to 
the history and geography of our world. The children will compare different expeditions form different 
periods in time and think about the challenges they faced. We put a special focus on Ernest Shackleton, 
including looking at his Antarctic expedition and the fantastic non-fiction book ‘Shackleton’s Journey’. 

In science the children will be looking at how light travels and helps with our vision. They will be creating 
experiments using mirrors and lights.  

Throughout this half term Year 6 will be learning about  

 History – Explorers 
 Science – Light 
 Computing –Control programming 
 RE- Birth narratives 

 

DAY YR 6 HOMEWORK SET*  

Monday 
Tuesday  
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

Spellings  
Maths  
Topic Homework Grid 
Maths x tables 
Reading 
 

Children will have a week to complete 
their homework. If it is more than a day 
late then they will be expected to 
complete it at lunchtime. If they cannot 
complete their homework at home 
please send write a note in their 
homework diary. 


