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Dear Parents,  
 
Happy New Year, we hope that you enjoyed your Christmas break! Last term Year 5 were busy and full of excitement 
creating their Christmas crafts. Spring term is also going to be filled with some exciting learning opportunities and we are 
delighted to welcome the children back. Below are a few reminders that will hopefully help you understand the term 
ahead.  
 

Learning Challenge  
This term the children are studying, “How was Britain affected by WWII?” The children will be 
learning about what happened during WWII; how countries were affected (including the UK and 
others); and how it has shaped the world today. To consolidate our learning, we will be having a 
WWII day towards the end of this half term. Further details about this will follow.  
 
Homework 
We encourage the children to complete the following homework: 

• read 3 times a week (written and signed in homework diary by Friday) 
• practise their weekly spelling words (tested and handed out on Monday) 
• 20 minutes Timestable Rockstars 

• one piece from the learning challenge homework grid (due in every Monday) 
In your child’s homework diary you will see their new spellings for each week . These 
are handed out on Monday and tested the following Monday. We do try to encourage the 
children to use different strategies to practise spelling words.. The homework tasks are 
on the homework grid which has been stuck into their homework book.  This has been 
sent home today. One piece of homework from the grid is due in every Monday. The 
children are encouraged to think carefully about how they present their homework and 
house points will be awarded for great effort and care. Moreover, every child should 
read at home at least 3 times a week.  
 
Homework Diaries 
Please continue to check and sign the diary regularly. To enable the children to become more independent we encourage 
the children to show the teacher any messages in their diaries. It should be your child’s responsibility to remind you that it 
needs to be signed.  
 
P.E. 
P.E. will continue to take place on Tuesday afternoons this term. The children will be learning dance and basketball skills. 
Please ensure your child wears P.E. kit to school on this day with their school jumper. 
 
Important dates: 
 
Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February: Half term 
TBC (before half-term): WWII Day 
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Yours faithfully, 
 
Miss Price, Mrs Buchan and Miss Healy 

 

Subject Home Support 
Literacy 

This half term we are looking at and writing about a 
variety of texts that link to WW2.  
 

We will be exploring many books 
including Rose Blanche and Goodnight 
Mister Tom, which will help the children 
with writing from a character’s 

perspective during a period of time.  
 
Our class novel this half-term will be ‘Once’ by Morris 
Gleitzman. We will be reading linked texts such as 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. The weekly guided 
reading sessions will focus on a range on skills 
particularly reading between the lines. 
  
 

Children will be working on their individual spelling 
needs. They will therefore be required to learn spellings 
each week. Spelling tests will usually be on a Monday. 
The children will be required to write short sentences 
that include their key spelling words. This most 

definitely helps put the word into context, 
which subsequently improves their 

understanding. This is something we 
will support the children with in school, 

but we also encourage this at home.  
 
Please ensure your child reads at home at least 3 times a 
week and records it in their homework diary. Good 
readers do not have to read aloud each time, but should 
discuss their reading with you. Homework diaries need 
to be signed by Friday. 

Mathematics 
Children will do problem solving, reasoning 
and calculation tasks to help develop their 
understanding of maths in context and 
improve their times tables knowledge. We 
will be focusing on place value, addition and 

subtraction, and mental mathematics. 

 The children are expected to complete 20minutes a 
week on Times Table Rock Stars. We will be setting 
the classes regular challenges using Times Table Rock 
Stars and will be rewarding those that participate. 
 

PE /Games 
PE this half term will continue to be on a 
Tuesday afternoon. The children will be 

developing their dance and basketball skills. 
As part of the PE curriculum the children will continue 
to incorporate the development of  their fundamental 
movement skills (agility, balance and coordination).  
As part of our WWII day the children will also be 
choreographing their own dance routine.  

PE kit should be worn to School every 
Tuesday. Trainers can be worn for outdoor 

games, and tracksuits may be worn as the 
weather gets colder. Please may we 

remind you that only School jumpers or cardigans 
should be worn over P.E kit. Earrings should be taken 
out or covered with tape for Games and PE. 

Topics 
How was Britain affected by WWII?  
This term’s Learning Challenge is focussing on World War Two. The Learning Challenge titled ‘How was 
Britain affected by WWII?’ will go back in time to discover what happened during WWII; how countries were 
affected (including the UK and others); and how it has shaped the world today. It also links to local studies, as 
we will look at how parts of Basingstoke and other surrounding areas were affected.  
We will be learning about: 

 Science –  Scientists and scientific enquiry 
 Computing – Spreadsheets 
 Geography and history - Map skills, major events in history, linking to WWII 
 Art –  Sculpture inspired by Henry Moore  
 Music – WWII – Ukulele and singing WW2 songs 
 P.E  - Dance and Basketball 
 Spanish  


