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Friday 5th November 2021 
 

      

Year 5 Autumn 2 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
We hope you had an enjoyable short break. We are very much looking forward to the second part of the autumn 
term. The following letter includes some reminders and an outline of the term ahead.  
 
Learning Challenge  
This term the children are studying, “Why should the rainforest be important to us all?” The children have 
already begun learning to identify where in the world rainforests can be found and about the layers of the 
rainforest. They will go on to learn about the climate of a rainforest and the water cycle.  Towards the end of the 
topic, they will find out about the people & settlements of the rainforest and understand the effects humans are 
having on them. 
 
 
Homework 
Thank you to all parents for supporting your child with their homework last half-term. The standard of some of 
the homework has been very impressive. Also, thank you for posting the homework on Seesaw. It has been such 
a pleasure to see videos and photos of the children completing their homework.  
The following is just a reminder of homework expectations:   
 

• read 3 times a week (written and signed in homework diary by Friday) 
• practise their weekly spelling words (tested and handed out Monday) 
• 20 minutes Timestable Rockstars 
• one piece from the learning challenge homework grid (due in every Monday) 

 
If you have any questions regarding homework. Please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
P.E. 
P.E. continues to be on Tuesday afternoons. The children will be learning hockey and gymnastics.  
 
We thank you for your continued support.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Miss Healy   Miss Price         Mrs Buchan  



 

Subject Home Support 
English 

The children have begun learning 
about the life of Roald Dahl and are 
starting to write a biography about 
him.  They will then go on to write 
an independent biography about a 

famous person of their choice.  Later in 
the term, the children will be writing a non-
chronological report about the Rainforest and the 
Chihuahuan Desert    
 
The weekly guided reading sessions will cover a wide 
range of texts including poetry and song as well as 
non-fiction. We continue to focus on a variety of 
guided reading skills including select and retrieve 
inference and the use of language for effect. The 
children will further develop their reading with 
expression.  
 

Children will be working on their individual spelling 
needs. They will therefore be required to learn spellings 
each week. Spelling tests will usually be on Monday. The 
children have their Spelling Shed login details in their 

homework diaries whereby they can 
practise their weekly spelling on the 

spelling shed website.  
 

 
Please ensure your child reads at home at least 3 times a 
week and records it in their homework diary. Confident 
readers do not have to read aloud each time, but should 
discuss their reading with you. Homework diaries need 
to be signed by Friday. 

Mathematics 
Using the National Curriculum a range of 
topics will be covered focusing on the gaps 
in their learning.  
 

Children will do reasoning and problem 
solving and calculation tasks to help develop 

their understanding of maths in context and improve 
their times tables knowledge. Having now completed 
our multiplication and division, we will be moving 
onto fractions, measurement and geometry for this 
term.  

Times tables continue to be a focus and we will be 
testing the children regularly.  Please encourage your 
children to practise at home and to complete 20 
minutes a week on Times Table 
Rockstars .  If you need a reminded of 
your child’s login details, please ask. 

PE /Games 
  P.E. is on Tuesday afternoons this term. 

The children will be learning hockey 
and gymnastics. As the weather will be 

getting colder, please remember that the 
only jumper they can wear over their PE 

kit is their red school jumper or cardigan.  

Children should continue to come into 
school in their P.E. kits on Tuesday.  

 
 

 
Well done to everyone for remembering this week!  

Learning Challenge/Topics 
 

“Why should the rainforest be important to us all?” 
 

This term’s Learning Challenge is focusing on the world’s rainforest, in particular, the Amazon. We will be 
developing a knowledge about human geography and studying the structure of the rainforest and its inhabitants.  
 
We will be learning about: 

 Science – Living Things and the Lifecycle  
 Computing – Scratch 
 Geography- Map skills, human and physical geography 
 Art – Drawing rainforest animals 
 P.E – Hockey and Gymnastics 
 PSHE & R.E –Looking after ourselves emotionally & physically and Christmas: The Magi and their gifts.  

 


