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Friday 10th September 2021 
       

Year 5 – Autumn 1 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back! We hope you had a fantastic summer break. We are delighted to welcome the children to upper school.  They have 
already begun the year looking very smart in their new school uniform. We very much enjoyed our first week together and our looking 
forward to the year ahead.  
 
Learning Challenge  
Our first learning challenge of the year is ‘Why is life on Earth so varied?’ In this topic the children will be examining and investigating 
fossils in the Paleoquest workshop (on 15th September) as well as learning about evolution and inheritance. At the end of our topic they 
will be applying all their learning to design their own species of animal that is adapted to its environment. In art the children will be 
sketching and painting fossils and plants, and in design technology they will be using textiles to design and make a container (such as a 
purse or pencil case). 
 
Uniform 
The children have come back looking very smart in their school uniform, however please ensure your child is wearing plain, black shoes 
or pumps. All uniform should be clearly labelled to avoid a build-up of lost property. Please check uniform regularly to ensure your child 
has the correct jumper. 
 
Homework Diaries 
We hope you find the homework diaries helpful and that they encourage the children to be more independent in their organisation. The 
information page of the diary can be used to give us information, but anything of a sensitive nature should be written in a letter to the 
class teacher. To enable the children to become more independent we encourage the children to show the teacher any messages in their 
diaries. It should be your child’s responsibility to remind you that it needs to be signed on a Friday. In the diaries, children should record 
their reading. This should involve: when they have read, the title of the book, and the page numbers. We are very hopeful that one of the 
year 5 classes will win the overall percentage for this half-term! 
 
In your child’s homework diary, you will also find the spellings for each week. In class we support the children to use a variety of 
different strategies to practise spelling words.  
  
Homework 
As you know, Year 5 is a very important year as children are in Upper School and are taking more responsibility for their own learning. 
It is important your child sets up a good routine for doing homework, as this will help them when they move to Year 6 and beyond. The 
Expectations for homework are listed below.  

 read 3 times a week (written and signed in homework diary by Friday) 
 practise their weekly spelling words (tested and handed out on Mondays) 
 20 minutes Timestable Rockstars 
 one piece from the learning challenge homework grid (due in every Tuesday) 

 
PE 
 Due to COVID regulations, please may you ensure your child attends school in the appropriate school P.E kit on a Tuesday. Trainers can 
be worn for outdoor games and tracksuit bottoms with a school jumper, so children do not get cold. 

 
Thank you for your support. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Miss Healy    Mrs Buchan            Miss Price  



 

Subject Home Support 
English 

This term, the children will be writing their 
own opening adventure stories inspired by 
Anthony Browne’s Gorilla book. They will 
focus on effective sentences structure. 

Following this, they will focus on descriptive writing, 
inspired by the Nowhere Emporium. Finally, the children 
will be involved in the Hampshire Book Awards and 
voting for the best out of a selection of books. 
 
 
The children have begun the year reading The Day the 
Crayons Quit focusing on developing inferences. They 
will also look at the sequel of this book and write their 
own letters from the point of view of a crayon. They will 
also discuss the presentation of text and how this affects 
meaning. Furthermore, the children will practise reading 
with expression.  
 

Children will be working on their individual spelling needs. 
They will therefore be required to learn spellings each 
week. The children will be required to write short 
sentences that include their key spelling words. This most 
definitely helps put the word into context, which 

subsequently improves their 
understanding. This is something we 

will support the children with in school, 
but we encourage this at home.  Spelling 

tests will usually be on Monday. 
 
Please ensure your child reads at home at least 3 times a 
week and records it in their homework diary. Confident 
readers do not have to read aloud each time, but should 
discuss their reading with you. Homework diaries need to 
be signed by Friday. 

Mathematics 
Using the National Curriculum a range of topics 
will be covered focusing on the gaps in their 
learning.  
 
Children will do reasoning and problem solving 

and calculation tasks to help develop their understanding 
of maths in context and improve their times tables 
knowledge. This term will focus on place value and 
number, and the four mathematical operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division).  

Children will complete their maths homework online via  
Timestable Rockstars. As the year progresses children 
will also be required to complete 20minutes a week on 
the online platform Mathletics  

PE /Games 
The children will be developing their multi-
skills. In addition to this, the children will also 

be learning about netball and developing their 
teamwork skills alongside healthy competition.   

P.E. kit should be worn into school every 
Tuesday. P.E. Kit should include dark shorts or 

joggers (in the event of colder weather), a t-
shirt the colour of your child’s house or plain 

white, and their school jumper worn over this.  

Topics 
“Why is life on Earth so varied?” 
This term’s Learning Challenge is focusing on evolution and inheritance, and how life has changed over time. 
We will be learning about: 

 Science – Evolution and inheritance 
 Computing – E-safety and researching skills 
 DT – design and make a container using textiles 
 Art – Fossil and plant sketching and painting 
 P.E – Multi-skills and netball 
 R.E & PSHE - Belonging and Community, Risks and Pressures 

 


