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“I believe that education is all about being excited about something. Seeing passion and enthusiasm helps push an 
educational message “Steve Irwin. 

 
Year 4 Spring 1 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back after the Christmas break, we hope you all enjoyed the holiday, managing to see 
friends and families safely. Our Learning Challenge this half-term is entitled ‘Why is London such a 
cool place to live?’  The children will research life in London and look at the cultures and cultural 
experiences of its inhabitants. They will explore how London has changed over time and the 
significant events and people that made history. In addition to this, we will also identify the 
geographical features of a city; thinking about why cities are located where they are and what 
features make a city successful. 

 
In Science, we will be studying the states of matter.  We will learn the scientific differences 
between solids, liquids and gases and how matters can change state.  Information on our 
curriculum is available on the reverse of this letter. 
 
Homework 

We are encouraging children to be more responsible and remember to complete 
their homework independently.  Homework is still due on a Monday.  Children 
may have to miss some of their break time to complete their homework if it is not in 
by Tuesday 
 
Please may we also remind you that as part of their homework, children are expected to read at least three 
times per week and to practise their times tables and spellings.  
 
PE 
PE this term will continue to be on a Friday.  Children will be learning badminton and the 
fundamental skills of agility, balance and coordination through the Real PE scheme.  Trainers and 
tracksuits should be worn in the colder weather as children are still expected to come to school 
wearing their kit. 
  
 
 

As always, please feel free to contact us via the office, if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Dale and Mr Patterson 



Subject Home Support 
English 

English this term we will be focusing on 
persuasive texts and story writing.   We 
will be focusing on a text by the author 
and English consultant Jane Considine. 
Through writing our own narrative, we 
will focus on the literacy devices that have 

an impact on the emotions of an audience. Furthermore, 
children will develop persuasive writing for visitors to 
London. They will also be writing a non-chronological 
report for the capital city. 
 
The weekly guided reading sessions will focus 
on comprehension and understanding of both 
fiction and non-fiction texts, looking at the 
impact of language on the reader and their 
structure and presentation. We also will be 

reading ‘The Wild Robot Escapes’ by Peter 
Brown as a class reader.  

Children will continue to learn at least 10 spellings. At 
times children may be given additional spellings to learn. 
Spelling tests will be on a Monday. 
 
Please ensure your child reads at home 
at least 3 times a week and records it 
in their homework diary. Some of the 
reading texts we will be looking at this 
term are below. 
 

 

Mathematics 
Children will explore the concept of time this 
term. We will be working on telling and reading 
the analogue and digital clock as well as applying 
our understanding of time to interpreting 
timetables. We will also be embedding our 

understanding of number and place value further, in 
addition to solving addition and subtraction problems 
using formal written methods.  
 
Each child will be regularly tested on their knowledge of 
multiplication to 12x12. 

Maths homework will be completed through 
the TT Rockstar computer program or other 
on-line maths programmes such as Hit the 

Button. Our focus continues to be on times 
tables. 

 
If your child can not access these online programs for any 
reason, we can provide children with some multiplication 
booklets that they use in school.  

PE /Games 
 

PE this term will be badminton. The children 
will also practise the fundamental skills of 
agility, balance and coordination through the 

Real PE scheme. 

 
Games kit should be worn to school on a Friday. 

Trainers can be worn for outdoor games, and 
tracksuits should be worn as the weather 
gets colder. Earrings must be taken out for 

Games and PE (or taped until they can be removed). 
 

Topics 

States of Matter 
 

 
 In science, we will be 
learning about solids, 
liquids and gases.  We shall 
explore how heating causes 
solids to melt into liquids 
and liquids to evaporate 
into gases.  We will also 
explore how cooling causes 
condensation and freezing.  
The children will also experiment with mixing substances 
and will set up enquiries that involve them being scientists 
and investigators.  

 Why is London such a great place to live? 
 
 
The children will research life in 
London. They will look at the 
development of London as a cultural 
hub and the cultural experiences of 
its inhabitants. They will then 
discuss which parts of life in London 
they consider ‘cool’. Finally, they will 
form these ideas into a debate, 
looking to persuade others of their 
opinions. 
 
Children will not only identify the geographical features of 
the city but will also  explore significant historical events 
and the people who once lived in London. 

YR 4 HOMEWORK SET  

Monday –  Maths (30 minutes) 
Monday - Topic Homework Grid (1 piece)  
Monday – Spellings 
Regularly – Timetables/ Number facts 
Regularly – Reading (3 times a week) 
 

Children will have a week to complete their homework. If it 
is more than a day late then they will be expected to 
complete it at lunchtime. If they cannot complete their 
homework at home please send/write a note in their 
homework diary. 



 


