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“Music develops analytical thinking because it requires students to be creative. They don't just regurgitate 

memorized facts. They have to apply those facts. "Dr Kevin Strother 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As you may already know, this half term our Learning Challenge is entitled 'Pop and Rock - How does sound 

make you feel?’ This topic will include learning about music through the ages, including popular Christmas 

songs.  Pupils will also be making scientific observations, collecting information and will use logical thinking to 

draw conclusions about how sound is made. We aim to build pupils’ curiosity through our topics and encourage 

pupils to raise questions and explore concepts and ideas. We will end the topic with the children creating their 

own musical instrument.  

 

Uniform 

It has been pleasing to see so many of Year 4 coming back, looking smart in their school uniform. As the 

weather begins to change, please ensure that your child comes to school with a suitable coat. Please make sure 

that uniform, bags, coats, shoes and lunch boxes are clearly labelled to avoid a build-up of lost items!  Please do 

continue to ensure that the children bring in, and take their water bottles home at the end of each day.   

 

Homework 

We are encouraging children to be more responsible and remember to complete their homework. Homework is 

still due on a Monday; children may have to miss some of their break time to complete their homework if it is 

not in by Tuesday.  

 

PE 

Our P.E day continues to be on a Friday. Trainers, tracksuit leggings and school jumpers should be worn on 

these days due to the colder weather.  P.E this term will be ball skills and football.  

 

Snacks 

It is important that the children have a break time snack in school. This is still the case even if they are hot 

school dinners. We find it helps the children replenish their energy levels ready for after break lessons. Quick, 

easy and healthy snacks are best, but above all, it is just important that they have one in school. Water bottles 

should also be provided. 

 

As always, please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

Mrs Rolph and Mr Dale 
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Literacy 

Literacy this term will be based around 
Fiction and Non-fiction texts. We will 
first be writing a dilemma and then we 
will focus on non-fiction texts, creating 

non-chronological reports on winter 
animals including the reindeer. 
 
The weekly guided reading sessions will focus on 
comprehension and understanding of non- fiction texts 
looking at their structure and presentation.  

Children will be working in ability groups for spelling 
lessons. They will therefore be required to learn 10 
spellings.  
Please ensure your child reads at home 
at least 3 times a week and records it in 
their homework diary. We will continue 
to check this each Friday.  

Mathematics 
Children will explore multiplication and 
division and its relationship with fractions. 
Children will manipulate numbers to apply 
their thinking to problems.  They will also be 
exploring the relationships between shapes 

and patterns. They will also do Problem Solving and 
mental maths tasks to help develop their understanding 
of Maths in context. 
 
Each child will be regularly tested on their knowledge of 
multiplication times tables to 12x12. 

Mathematics homework should be completed 
through the Times Table Rock Star Maths 
computer program. This is due to a big push 

for children to be efficient with their timetables 
up to 12x in preparation for the Multiplication 

tables check at the end of this year. More details will follow 
about this statutory check nearer the time. 
 
If your child can not access TTRS for any reason, please 
contact your child’s class teacher so that we can make 
alternative arrangements. 

PE /Games 
 

PE this term will be focusing on ball games. 
We will also be working as a team and 
developing trusting relationships with 

peers.  

Games kit should be worn on a Friday. Trainers 
can be worn for outdoor games, and tracksuit 

bottoms may be worn as the weather gets 
colder. Earrings should be taken out for 

Games and PE (or taped until they can be removed). 
 

Topics 
Sound 

 
This term, we will be studying 
Sound. We will be looking at 
how sound is made. The 
children will learn about sound 
waves, pitch and volume.  
Children will identify how 
musical instruments make 
sounds, they will look at how 
the shape of an ear affects how we hear sounds and 
describe different sounds.  
 

 Science – Sound Waves 
 Music– Samba 
 R.E. – Link with Christmas  
 Computing- PowerPoint presentation 
 D.T- Building an instrument 

Music 
 

We will also be studying Sound 
within Music. As well as looking 
at how sound is made, we will be 
learning about the purposes of 
different types of music. We will 
look at how popular music has 
changed over the 19th, 20th and 
21st Centuries. The children will 

also become familiar with the styles of some famous 
composers and how music is used in films to convey 
emotion. 
 

 History – Music through the ages 
 P4C – We will be exploring a new children’s TV 

programme called Heartsmart  
 Computing- Music making software 

YR 4 HOMEWORK SET*  

Monday –Timetables Rock Star (1-2 times) 
Monday - Topic Homework Grid (1 piece) 
Regularly – Reading (3 times a week) 
Monday – Spelling test  

Children will have a week to complete their homework. If it is 
more than a day late then they will be expected to complete it 
at lunchtime. If they cannot complete their homework at 
home please send/write a note in their homework diary. 

 

  


