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Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Half-term has arrived and with it some lovely 

weather. We hope you have an amazing break, full 

of fun, and come back well-rested and ready for the 

final half-term of the academic year.  

 

As the weather improves, please make sure 

children always come to school ‘sun-safe’. Please 

send them with a sun hat, water bottle and either 

suncream applied at home before school, or in a 

named dispenser. Thank you. 

 

 

VACANCY: Lunchtime Assistant 

We currently have a vacancy 

for a lunchtime assistant. If 

you are interested in 

applying for this term-time 

position, or would like to 

find out more, please contact 

the school office. 

 

Curriculum 

We will continue to be regularly sharing what the 

children have been doing in school. Here are some 

examples of what has been happening at 

Bishopswood in the last few weeks…. 

 

Miss Russell, Mrs Hunter and Mrs Bellemere 

say… 

In Year R we have continued to look after our baby 

chicks.  We have enjoyed watching them grow and 

finding out what they need to thrive.  Although 

maybe we didn’t enjoy cleaning them out quite so 

much!!  We were able to write simple sentences, be 

creative making chick pictures and models, and 

even find out facts from books. We said goodbye to 

the chicks – some went back to the farm, and some 

went to live with two of our Year R children, so we 

hope to hear more about how they have grown up. 

In maths, we have been learning all about shape.  

We have named shapes, made shape pictures, cut 

out shapes and even looked at how shapes change if 

we rotate them. 

   
 

 

Mrs Boyce, Mrs Rolph & Miss Daly say… 

Year 1 have had a brilliant end to the half term. We 

have taken part in an online quiz all about our topic, 

Mary Anning, and enjoyed lots of fun activities 

during our Explorers Day. We have also explored 

collage and texture in art to create our own 

dinosaur collages and written dinosaur poems. In 

Maths, we have 

been looking at 

place value to 

100 and have 

been busy 

partitioning 

two-digit 

numbers into 

tens and ones.  
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Miss Wright & Miss Okey say… 

Year 2 have been looking at the book ‘The Lonely 

Sea Dragon’ for the last few weeks. We have written 

character descriptions and retold the story. We 

have also been working hard on our handwriting 

and letter formation. In maths we have been 

learning about fractions, and understanding that 

they are equal parts of a whole. In science we 

planted seeds and kept a growing diary. Sadly they 

did not grow but we worked out this was because 

they had too much water and not the right 

temperature. We finished the term with a D&T day 

where we designed, made and evaluated beaches in 

a box. We have had a great half term! 

 
     

              

Mr Dale & Mrs Lamb say  

Year 3 have continued to look at plants over the last 

couple of weeks.  We have been learning about the 

life cycle of a plant and what happens at each stage. 

We also loved going on our school trip to the Living 

Rainforest, where we saw many different plants and 

animals. We also managed to spot the Sloth! In PE, 

the children have been practising different athletics 

skills, such as throwing and jumping. They have 

also been learning to play mini tennis matches 

using the skills they have learnt this term. Finally in 

maths, we have been 

doing money. We 

have learnt to convert 

between pounds and 

pence and have been 

adding and 

subtracting using 

money.  

 

Miss Price and Mr Mahony say … 

Year 4 have had a busy and enjoyable few weeks. 

The children have just finished writing their non-

chronological reports about butterflies, and it’s 

been wonderful to see how much they’ve learnt and 

how confidently they’ve shared their knowledge in 

their writing. In class, our caterpillars have now all 

formed their chrysalides, so there’s a real sense of 

excitement as we wait for them to emerge as 

butterflies; it’s been a fantastic way to see our 

learning come to life. In our topic work, we’ve been 

using map skills to locate rivers around the UK, as 

well as thinking about 

river pollution and 

what we can all do to 

look after our 

environment. The 

children have shown 

great enthusiasm and 

curiosity, and it’s been 

lovely to see them so 

engaged. Well done, 

Year 4 - keep up the 

fantastic work!  

 

 

Mr Morris, Miss Feather & Mr Sargeant say… 

Year 5 have ended their topic on the USA with an in-

depth look at the amazing book ‘Wonder’ by R.J. 

Palacio. Children have thought about the characters 

and their motivations and have thoroughly enjoyed 

reading the story. In Art, they have been focussing 

on drawing New York 

street scenes using 

one-point perspective, 

having practised using 

the horizon line and 

vanishing point. In 

Geography lessons, the 

children have continued to research and learn 

about America, including some of its best-known 

features (both man-made and naturally occurring), 
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and through comparing life in some of its most 

populated and varied cities. In PE, the children have 

been learning the skills for, and playing, team 

games including rounders, where the children have 

been showing incredibly resilience and teamwork. 

Well done! 

 

Mrs Ouazzani-Yusein & Mrs Dreelan say…. 

Year 6 have had a 

fantastic end to the 

half term. After 

successfully 

completing their 

SATs last week, they saw out the week in the 

traditional fashion of a post-SATs party! We are all 

so proud of the children last week and we know 

they will have showcased themselves brilliantly in 

their tests. Now the SATs are out of the way, the 

next big project begins….the Year 6 play! This week, 

the children took part in auditions for speaking 

roles, as well as beginning to learn the songs for 

their leaver’s play, ‘The Wrong Way Round’. The 

highlight of this week though has been our fantastic 

rocket launch. Every group produced fantastic-

looking rockets, and we had some real ‘wow’ 

moments watching them soar high into the sky! We 

hope you all have a restful half term and look 

forward to seeing the children ready to go full into 

rehearsal, prop making and our new topic of “I’m a 

Year 6, get me out of here!”  

 

The Hive 

We have had a great end to this term in The Hive. 

Our topic has been “Bugs”. We went into the woods 

and collected nature to use to make a Bug 

Suncatcher. These look amazing on our windows. 

Also, we have used clay to sculpt our own bugs. The 

children showed resilience, when the clay wouldn’t 

go how they wanted it to first time. Well done to 

everyone! 

 

 

 

Sporting Competitions 

On Thursday 21st 

May, 9 girls from 

Year 5 took part in a 

Tag Rugby 

competition at Mays 

Bounty. They did an 

incredible job in 

very warm 

conditions. The 

resilience and 

determination to keep going was amazing to see 

and all other teachers spoke of how excellent they 

were with their sporting behaviours. We are 

already looking forward to competing again next 

year!  

 

 

Parking Reminder 

As a reminder, parents are not 

permitted to park on the zig-zags, 

or double yellow lines outside 

school, including at the end of the 

car park near the Infant School 

gates. 

Please do not park in a designated blue 

badge/disabled parking space unless you have a 

badge on display, or you may be asked to move 

your car. 

Additionally, parents are not permitted to use the 

inner school car park at all, including for before and 

after school clubs. 

Thank you for helping to keep our school site safe. 

 

 

 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

 

Mrs Jo Armes  

Head of School 
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Dates for Your Diary 

23rd -31st May – HALF-TERM 

1st June – Choir rehearsal at St Mark’s School 

5th June – PTA Doughnut Day 

8th June – Phonics Screening Week 

8th June – Y4 MTC Assessment Week 

10th June – New EYFS Story Time and Coffee 

Morning 

10th June – Y6 Newbury Weekly News Photo 

15th June – New EYFS Parents’ afternoon 

session 

16th June – Y5/6 Girls’ Cricket Tournament 

16th June – YR Trip to Finkley Down Farm 

17th June – Sports Day (Infants am, Juniors pm) 

23rd June – Anvil concert 7pm 

24th June – Anvil concert 7pm 

26th June – Move up morning 

1st July – Y2 Trip to Four Kingdoms 

3rd July – Y1 Trip to Marwell 

20th July – Y6 Trip to Paulton’s Park 

21st July – LAST DAY OF ACADEMIC YEAR! 
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