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Dear Parents & Carers, 

We are racing through this half-term, and everyone 

has been working very hard, especially our Year 6 

pupils, who have been busy getting ready for their 

KS2 SATs next week. We are so proud of all they 

have done and want them to know that, whatever 

their test outcomes, they are amazing! To show 

them how much we believe in them, our wonderful 

Year R pupils made a special video message for 

them, which they watched this afternoon. It was a 

lovely moment, and we hope Year 6 enjoyed it. 

 
 

VACANCY: Lunchtime Assistant 

We currently have a vacancy 

for a lunchtime assistant. If 

you are interested in 

applying for this term-time 

position, or would like to 

find out more, please contact 

the school office. 

 

Curriculum 

We will continue to be regularly sharing what the 

children have been doing in school. Here are some 

examples of what has been happening at 

Bishopswood in the last few weeks…. 

 

Miss Russell, Mrs Hunter and Mrs Bellemere 

say… 

In Year R we have been 

so excited to welcome 

10 chicks, who hatched 

in front of us! We have 

loved learning how to 

be chick experts and 

care for them. Willow 

class also had their first 

tast of marshmellows 

on the campfire at 

forest school. It has been an exciting couple of 

weeks in Year R!  
 

 

Mrs Boyce, Mrs Rolph & Miss Daly say… 

In Maths, we have been exploring halves and 

quarters, developing our understanding of how to 

find parts of shapes, objects and quantities. In 

English, we have continued our work on Mary 

Anning, writing about key events in her life and her 

important discoveries. In History, we have created 

timelines of Mary Anning’s life and investigated 

how many inventions and changes took place 

during her 

lifetime, 

helping us 

understand 

how the 

world has 

developed 

over time. 
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Miss Wright & Miss Okey say… 

Year 2 have been working hard in English, 

exploring the story, Journey. We have been using 

our imagination thinking about where we would 

travel to if we had a magic crayon, and using 

adventurous vocabulary to describe the unusual 

settings.  In Maths we 

have been recognising 

and finding halves 

and quarters in 

shapes, lengths and 

objects and deepening 

our understanding of 

equal parts.  

     

              

Mr Dale & Mrs Lamb say  

Year 3 have had a lovely 

two weeks continuing our 

Roots and Shoots topic. We 

have learnt all about how 

water is transported 

around a plant and all 

about the different parts of 

a flower and how they 

affect pollination. In art, we 

created our own versions of Andy Goldsworthy 

artwork, using leaves and sticks. We created 

butterflies, snakes and different patterns. In 

writing, we have been using the book Tin Forest to 

write a description of the forest during the day. We 

have been using a range of sentences and exciting 

vocabulary, such as fronted adverbials, verbs and 

adverbs.  

 

 

Miss Price and Mr Mahony say … 

Year 4 have welcomed some exciting new arrivals 

into the classroom to inspire their learning. We 

have received a delivery of caterpillars, and the 

children are enjoying observing them as they grow 

and eventually transform into butterflies. We are all 

very excited to watch this amazing life-cycle unfold. 

This experience is 

supporting our writing 

work, where the children are 

creating non-chronological  

reports about butterflies, 

focusing in particular on 

their own chosen species. 

During our topic lessons, we 

have been exploring why 

rivers are important and 

how they are used. In science, the children have 

been developing their skills in using classification 

keys to identify different animals. 

 

 

Mr Morris, Miss Feather & Mr Sargeant say… 

Year 5 have 

enjoyed a 

fantastic USA 

themed topic 

day this week, 

with a range of 

activities taking 

place. The day 

started with a quiz all about America, and the 

children then designed and created artwork in the 

style of American artist, Andy Warhol. The children 

also learned how to play basketball, practised their 

skills on the playground, and then took part in 

matches. We have some real budding basketball 

superstars in our midst! In the afternoon we made 

Native American inspired rainsticks, after learning 

about the history and tradition surrounding them. 

The children had a fantastic day and it was great to 

see so many of them dressed up to celebrate USA 

day! 

 

 

Mrs Ouazzani-Yusein & Mrs Dreelan say…. 

Year 6 have been working really hard in reading 

and maths with their final few weeks of revision. 

They have shown such positive attitudes over the 

last 6 weeks and we are so proud of them. In 



 

THE BISHOPSWOOD SCHOOLS FEDERATION 

Caring     Respecting    Thriving Together    
 

Bishopswood Federation work together to develop kind and considerate children who are resilient, reflective and 
motivated learners, ready for the challenges that the future holds. 

 

writing, they have been finishing their work on 

Macbeth’s journal and have done a fantastic job 

getting into character. In art, the children have been 

creating chalk planets. They have practised shading 

and blending techniques and the effects are 

brilliant. In science, they have been researching the 

planets in our Solar System, ready to create their 

own planets’ fact books! Finally, we wish the 

children all 

the best for 

their SATs 

next week. 

We know 

they will 

give it their 

everything 

and 

continue 

showing super resilience.  

 

 

Sporting Competitions 

On Tuesday 28th April, Mr Sargeant and a group of 9 

Year 6 students went to a hockey competition at 

Down Grange. The year 6’s had a great time and 

showed great resilience throughout, finishing 6th 

overall. All the 

children should 

be proud of this 

achievement 

representing 

the school 

brilliantly.  

Well done 

team!  

 

On Friday 1st May, a group of 10 Year 2 students 

took part in a Football Competition at The Vyne 

School. The team did brilliantly, finishing in 2nd 

place! This is the first time in a few years that we 

have entered the finals, and the team should be 

tremendously proud! Well done everyone!  

 

The Hive 

We have been learning lots of interesting facts 

about Guide Dogs. Everyone was amazed at how 

much training goes into having a Guide Dog. While 

doing this topic, we have continued working on our 

independence and resilience skills. The children 

also enjoyed a mini disco, as a reward to filling up 

our reward jar with pom-poms. 

 

 

Parking Reminder 

As a reminder, parents are not 

permitted to park on the zig-zags, 

or double yellow lines outside 

school, including at the end of the 

car park near the Infant School 

gates. 

Please do not park in a designated blue 

badge/disabled parking space unless you have a 

badge on display, or you may be asked to move 

your car. 

Additionally, parents are not permitted to use the 

inner school car park at all, including for before and 

after school clubs. 

Thank you for helping to keep our school site safe. 

 

 

Walk to School Week – 18th – 22nd May 

 It's time to promote road safety again as we 

recognise Walk to School Week's annual UK 

initiative organised by the charity Living Streets. 

Whilst we hope as many parents as possible leave 

their cars at home, we appreciate that some cannot 

avoid driving. To include as many children as 

possible, we would encourage you to park and 

stride - park safely away from the school and walk 

the remaining distance. 

 

Our JRSO's will be leading an assembly across both 

schools during the week on the Green Cross 

Code, as well as promoting the health and 

environmental benefits of walking to school. We 
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would encourage parents to practise and model 

those key pedestrian skills too. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

 

Mrs Jo Armes  

Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

11th – 14th May – KS2 SATs Week 

12th May – New EYFS parents’ Welcome Meeting 

13th May – Y3 Living Rainforest Trip 

15th May – Y1 Explorers Day 

18th – 22nd May – Walk to School Week 

21st May – Y5/6 Girls’ Tag Rugby Competition 

23rd -31st May – HALF-TERM 

1st June – Choir rehearsal at St Mark’s School 

5th June – PTA Doughnut Day 

8th June – Phonics Screening Week 

10th June – New EYFS Story Time and Coffee 

Morning 

10th June – Y6 Newbury Weekly News Photo 

15th June – New EYFS Parents’ afternoon session 

16th June – Y5/6 Girls’ Cricket Tournament 
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