
 

 
 
BISHOPSWOOD SCHOOLS FEDERATION LONG TERM PLANNING: History   

Autumn 1  Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

Foundation 
Stage 

Ourselves Celebrations Pick’n’Mix Brilliant Books Spring has sprung Animals 

Activity/ task *Talk about people who 
are familiar to us 
*Joins in with routines 
 

As before and including: 
*Remembers and talk 
about significant events 
*Joins in with family 
customs 
*Describes special times 
*Similarities and 
differences in ourselves 
*Shows interest and 
knows how to operate 
simple equipment 
*Explore different 
cultures 
*RE – Diwali, Christmas 
 

As before and including: 
*Shows interest in 
different occupations 
*talk about observations 
from science 
experiments 
*knows that information 
can be retrieved from 
computers 
*Chinese New Year 
exploring similarities 
and differences 

As before and including: 
*Shows interest in 
different ways of life 
*Similarities and 
differences between 
others 
*ask questions about 
familiar world 
*complete programmes 
on the computer and 
explain how the 
programme works 
*RE – Easter 
*Explore world map and 
different countries 

As before and including: 
*talk about observations 
we have made from 
plants 
*Develop an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time 
*Shows care and 
concern for living things 
 

As before and including: 
*looks closely at 
similarities, differences, 
patters and change. 
*Exploring different 
animals and where they 
live and their habitat 
*Weather 

Objective/skill Early Learning Goal – Understanding the World – ELG 13 – People and Communities  
 Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  
 They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this.  
 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

Year 1 
 

Does a toy have to 
be shiny and new to 

be worth playing 
with? 

Where do the leaves 
go in winter? 

Was being the Queen 
the same for Q 

Elizabeth I and Q 
Victoria as it is for 

Elizabeth II? 

Where did and do 
the wheels on the 

bus go? 

Why do we 
remember Mary 

Anning? 

Why can’t a 
Meerkat live in the 

North Pole? 

Activity/ task Chronology 
Simple time line of toys 
 
Change/Continuity 
Sorting toys into old and 
new 
 
Historical enquiry 
Interviewing 
Grandparents 
 
Change and Continuity 
Look at a variety of toys 
that are the same now 

Chronology 
Timeline of queens- 
include dates 
 
Characteristic features 
Introducing historical 
facts about queens and 
their life at the time 
 
Historical Significance 
Give children a chance 
to research each Queen 
mentioned in questions 
(carousel set up on one 

    



as years ago (lego, brio 
train track, barbies, 
yoyos, dolls, skipping 
ropes, hulahoops) 
Question chn-are these 
old or new?Chn 
investigate and discuss 
how even though lots of 
toys have changed- 
some remain largely 
unchanged. 
 
Characteristic features 
 Link to wheeled day- 
compare how there is a 
great shift from outdoor 
toys to more electronic 
indoor toys.  
 
 
 

 

day and children 
research about each 
queen in turn) Then 
split into groups and 
plan 1 queen to present 
information as part of a 
pop up museum (for 
parents or other year 
groups) Only 5 most 
important bits of 
information can be 
displayed so children 
will need to think 
carefully about what 
they include and how. 
 
Historical enquiry 
Introducing historical 
facts about Queens 
(ensure covering all 3 
queens and introducing 
facts about what 
happened in their 
lifetime) 
Could set up role play in 
step 1 for chn to 
investigate what it 
might feel like to be a 
King/Queen and wear a 
crown 

Objective/skill Chronology 
Can they create simple 
timelines to sequence 
events, processes, objects 
within their own 
experience. 
Can they confidently use 
vocabulary associated 
with the past eg.old and 
new, then and now 
 
Characteristic 
Features 
Can they recognise that 
buildings, clothing, 
transport or technology 
could be different in the 

Chronology 
Can they create simple 
timelines to sequence 
events, processes, objects 
within their own 
experience. 
Can they confidently use 
vocabulary associated 
with the past eg.old and 
new, then and now 
 
Characteristic 
Features 
Can they recognise that 
buildings, clothing, 
transport or technology 
could be different in the 

  Cause/Consequence 
Can they give simple 
explanations why a 
person from the past 
acted as they did and 
talk about the 
consequences of those 
 
Historical 
Interpretation 
Can they identify and 
talk about different 
accounts of real 
historical situations 
 

 

 



past? 
Can they show 
awareness of significant 
features not seen today? 
 
Change/Continuity 
Can they match old 
objects to people or 
situations from the past 
Can they describe how 
some aspects of life 
today differ from the 
past using simple 
historical vocabulary? 
 
Historical Significance 
Can they recognise and 
describe special times or 
events for family and 
friends 
Historical enquiry 
Can they talk about 
similarities and 
differences between two 
or more historical 
sources using simple 
historical terms 
Can they talk about past 
events and use 
annotations or captions 
to identify important 
features of picture 
sources, artefacts etc 
 

past? 
Can they show 
awareness of significant 
features not seen today? 
 
Historical Significance 
Can they recognise and 
describe special times or 
events and describe to 
family or friends? 
 
Historical enquiry 
Can they talk about 
similarities and 
differences between two 
or more historical 
sources using simple 
historical terms 
Can they talk about past 
events and use 
annotations or captions 
to identify important 
features of picture 
sources, artefacts etc 
 

Year 2 What happened in the 
Great Fire Of London? 

Why did the Titanic 
sink? 

Why was Neil 
Armstrong a very 

brave person? 

Where would you 
prefer to live: England 

or Perth? 

Why do we love to be 
beside the seaside? 

How can you be the 
next Masterchef? 

Activity/ task Chronology 
Retell story orally and 
with pictures- discuss 
date and ensure 
children are aware of 
how long ago by 
showing event on a 
timeline 
 
Cause/Consequence 

Chronology 
Retell story orally and 
with pictures- human 
timeline- compare to 
GFOL on timeline of 
dates. 
 
Historical enquiry 

Using sources to find 
out about titanic 

Chronology 
Sequence the mood 
landing in pictures.  

 
Cause/Consequence 
Moon landing- looking 
at why they went and 

what they did/what the 
world learnt from it.  

 

   



Identifying and sorting 
causes and 
consequences of fire.  
Role play 
 
Historical 
Interpretation 
Matching eye witness 
accounts from Pepys 
and Evelyn’s diaries.  
 
Characteristic features 
Artefact  box- to identify 
building materials/ 
firefighting methods 
that were partially 
responsible for amount 
of damage 
 
Historical enquiry 
Comparing accounts to 
images- what do 
accounts tell us that 
pictures do not? 
Presentation piece- 
protest asking for things 
to change (explains why 
fire happened not just 
retelling) 
 

(pictures) 
 

Cause/Consequence 
Why did the 
‘unsinkable’ titanic sink- 
discussion of other 
factors than just the 
iceberg 
 
Historical 
Interpretation 
Trip to Seacity museum 

 
 
 

Change/Continuity 
Debate about whether 

space travel should 
continue- compare 
space travel then to 

now. 
 
Historical significance 
Discussion of the moon 

landing and what the 
world learnt from it 

afterwards. 
 

Historical enquiry 
Researching the moon 
landing, what they did 

while on the moon 
(pictures, video clips, 

written info) 

Objective/skill Chronology 
Can they realise that 
historians use dates to 
describe events? 
Can they use phrases 
describing intervals of 
time e.g. before, after, at 
the same time etc 
 
Characteristic 
Features 
Can they recognise and 
describe, in simple terms, 
some characteristic 
features of a person or 
period studied? 
 

Chronology 
Can they realise that 
historians use dates to 
describe events? 
Can they use phrases 
describing intervals of 
time e.g. before, after, at 
the same time etc 
 
Cause/Consequence 
Can they describe in 
simple terms the causes 
and/or consequences of 
an important historical 
event offering more than 
one example of its 
results? 

Chronology 
Can they realise that 
historians use dates to 
describe events? 
Can they use phrases 
describing intervals of 
time e.g. before, after, at 
the same time etc 
 
Change/Continuity 
Can they talk about 
similarities and 
differences not just 
between then and now 
but between then and 
another then? 
 

   



Can they increasingly use 
period specific language 
in explanations? 
 
Cause/Consequence 
Can they describe in 
simple terms the causes 
and/or consequences of 
an important historical 
event offering more than 
one example of its 
results? 
 
Historical 
Interpretation 
Can they identify and 
talk about differences in 
accounts relating to 
people or events both 
from the time (primary 
source) and from the 
present (secondary 
source)? 
 
Historical enquiry 
Can they gather 
information from simple 
sources to ask and 
answer questions about 
the past? 
 
Can they explain events 
and actions rather than 
just retell the story? 
 

 
Historical 
Interpretation 
Can they identify and 
talk about differences in 
accounts relating to 
people or events both 
from the time (primary 
source) and from the 
present (secondary 
source)? 
 
Historical enquiry 
Can they gather 
information from simple 
sources to ask and 
answer questions about 
the past? 
 
Can they explain events 
and actions rather than 
just retell the story? 
 

Historical Significance 
Can they recognise and 
talk about who was 
important e.g in a simple 
historical account? 
 
Historical enquiry 
Can they gather 
information from simple 
sources to ask and 
answer questions about 
the past? 
 
Can they explain events 
and actions rather than 
just retell the story? 

 


